
From: Cisco Unity Connection Messaging System
To: MRC Public Comment Line
Subject: Message from 
Date: Thursday, November 16, 2023 2:04:04 PM
Attachments: VoiceMessage.wav

Audio file
20231116 VoiceMessage from ).wav

Received November 16, 2023, 2:02 pm

Transcript
Yes, I'm my name is 

 And I'm calling on the Grimm fuel solid waste renewal application. I am in favor of 
reducing the oxygen check to weekly. I think they've really cleaned up their act and but I 
think they should keep the blower piece to maximize the speed with which the material goes 
through the system. Again,my name is  and I'm calling on Grimm’s 
application, and I'm calling in the public comment period. Thank you.
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Comment #1

Attachment A to L-043-24





















From: Cisco Unity Connection Messaging System
To: MRC Public Comment Line
Subject: Message from 
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 2:41:27 PM
Attachments: VoiceMessage.wav

Audio file
20231205 VoiceMessage from B ).wav

Received December 5, 2023, 2:41 pm

Transcript
Hello, my name is  and I live across the street across Hwy. 99 from 
Grimm's Waste Management. I understand that they are trying to change trying to lower the 
standards of odor mitigation and I am calling to request that that change not be made. It 
finally doesn't stink in this neighborhood. And I hope that the odor problems can be 
minimized. I would like to request that there be no change to the existing odor mitigation 
procedures.
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Comment #11











Jeff Grim, the owner of Grimm’s Fuel, stated at the Metro info session on December 5th, that they
are only using about 50% of total system capacity in February. That means that even with the current
regulations in place, February odor impacts could double. 

Reducing the oxygen monitoring requirement from daily to weekly is reasonable, as long as the new
license includes a provision that if the oxygen level dips below normal, monitoring should go back
to daily until the cause of the dip is isolated and resolved. 

The current complaint-driven operational model is flawed, due to a number of factors, including the
technical difficulties with an odor reporting form that does not always work, combined with the
disclaimers, technical hurdles, and warnings that Metro staff has added to this form, each of which
would result in a decrease in the number of complaints submitted.

Rather than using odor complaints to monitor air quality, a more scientific approach is needed. We
are asking Metro to install automated air quality monitoring equipment at the fence line and hire an
independent air quality consultant to perform an air quality and odor survey over a period of at least
12 months to take into account all atmospheric conditions. We have a right to know what is in the air
that we are breathing. The health impacts of living downwind from this facility have never been
studied, and it is time to address this issue. 

Metro has an obligation to protect the public from both current and future impacts. The bio-cover is
necessary, it is currently working, and it’s removal would be negligent and unjustified. 

Thank you for your consideration.

https://www.oregonmetro.gov/news/public-notice-opportunity-comment-grimm-s-fuel-company-
inc-solid-waste-facility-license-renewal
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would result in a decrease in the number of complaints submitted.

Rather than using odor complaints to monitor air quality, a more scientific approach is needed. We
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that we are breathing. The health impacts of living downwind from this facility have never been
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To change your subscriptions or unsubscribe from this digest, go to manage your subscriptions.
To be removed from all Metro newsletters and newsfeed digests, you can globally unsubscribe.

Hello,

You are receiving this message because you or your organization is located
near Grimm’s Fuel Company, Inc. (Grimm’s), a Metro-licensed compost facility
located at 18850 SW Cipole Road in Tualatin, or because you previously
indicated interest in receiving general updates about garbage and recycling
matters in the Metro region.

Grimm’s submitted an application to Metro to renew its solid waste facility
license to operate a compost facility that receives and processes source-
separated yard debris, land clearing debris, horse manure and stable bedding.
The facility does not accept food waste. Grimm’s completed the installation of
an aerated static pile (ASP) system in September 2020, which led to a 98
percent reduction in the number of odor-related complaints received by Metro
about the facility. The ASP system uses pressure blowers and distribution pipes
to push or pull air through compost piles to maintain the ideal oxygen rates and
temperatures for composting, which minimizes odors.

Grimm’s has proposed two changes to the facility’s current operation in its
license renewal application: 

1. Reduce the frequency of oxygen monitoring from daily to weekly.
2. Reduce the requirement for the use of a bio-cover from 12 inches to as

needed to minimize odors.
For additional information on this facility, the proposed changes and to view the
application submitted, visit the Grimm’s Fuel Company public notice webpage.
Additional public notices are available on the Metro solid waste public notice
webpage.

Metro is providing the opportunity for the public to review and comment
on Grimm’s application from Thursday, Nov. 16 to Friday, Dec. 15, 2023.
Metro will consider the comments received during the public notice period when
determining whether to approve the application and the proposed changes to
the operation. If approved, the renewed license would take effect on January 1,
2024 and remain in effect for five years.

Comments may be submitted online or by calling 503-505-5587. In an effort to
include more voices in Metro’s solid waste facility public comment process, the
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phone line features recorded messages in English, Spanish, Russian,
Vietnamese, Korean and Mandarin. Please note that the phone line is used for
receiving public comments only. All messages received will be transcribed and
Metro will respond to comments in a staff report that will be posted on the
Grimm’s public notice webpage when available. 

Public information session

Metro will host a virtual information session on the proposed license renewal for
Grimm’s at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, December 5, 2023. This is an optional
information session and is not required to submit comments. During the
session, you will receive an overview of the facility, learn more about the
requested changes to operation and have the opportunity to ask questions.
Metro will not accept public comments on the application during the meeting.
You must register in advance to participate. 

Please forward this to your networks. If you no longer wish to receive this kind
of message, please click the unsubscribe link below.

Thank you,

Joanna Dyer
Solid Waste Authorization Coordinator
Metro 
Waste Prevention and Environmental Services
joanna.dyer@oregonmetro.gov

Signup to receive updates on the Waste Prevention and Environmental Services work that matters
to you. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this
list.
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Metro, Waste Prevention and Environmental Services 
Attn: Joanne Dyer 
600 NE Grand Ave 
Portland OR 97232 
Joanna.dyer@oregonmetro.gov 

RE:  Public Comment on Grimm’s Fuel Company, Inc. Solid Waste Facility License Renewal 

The City of Tualatin appreciates the opportunity to comment on Grimm’s application to renew 
its license.  The Tualatin community has lived side-by-side with Grimm’s Fuel for decades, at 
various times and seasons Tualatin residents have experienced episodes of foul odor emanating 
from Grimm’s Fuel, generating myriad complaints to the City, Metro, and DEQ.  The issue came 
to a head in 2018 when odor events were increasingly noxious, lengthy, and regular. The 
Tualatin City Council was inundated with hundreds of complaints about the smell. It was the 
subject of numerous neighborhood meetings, letter-writing campaigns, and research into industry 
trends. 

In response to the outpouring of community feedback, Metro required Grimm’s to install an 
aerated static pile system. That, along with the other measures required during the license 
renewal process, drastically reduced the foul odor that caused severe livability issues in and 
around the Grimm’s facility. By all accounts, odor control at the facility has been outstanding, 
for which the entire community is thankful. 

We strongly encourage that neither of the requirements be modified as requested. No one wants 
to be back where we were in 2018. The investments in the Grimm’s facility have paid off, 
returning quality of life to the surrounding community, and it is imperative that the status quo be 
maintained, if not enhanced. 

Of particular concern is the request to remove the 12-inch bio-cover requirement. In the 
materials that Green Mountain Technologies submitted they recommend that “enough bio-cover 
materials be readily available to apply if conditions change and a persistent offsite odor event 
occurs.”  Instead of being proactive, as has been the case, that recommendation is reactive, 
suggesting that the piles would be covered in the case of a “persistent offsite odor event.” The 
Tualatin community deserves better than a plan that reacts only after an event occurs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Frank Bubenik 
Mayor 
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• The bio-cover is currently working and it is effective
• Green Mountain Technologies recommended a minimum of 12-inches of bio-cover

Current odor impacts exceed one mile in distance, which is more than 4 times Metro’s standard
quarter-mile radius for mailing public notice postcards. The bio-cover is currently reducing the
frequency, severity, and duration of odor impacts on the surrounding community. We are not
interested in going backwards or enduring any increase in odor.

Jeff Grim, the owner of Grimm’s Fuel, stated at the Metro info session on December 5th, that they
are only using about 50% of total system capacity in February. That means that even with the current
regulations in place, February odor impacts could double.

Reducing the oxygen monitoring requirement from daily to weekly is reasonable, as long as the new
license includes a provision that if the oxygen level dips below normal, monitoring should go back
to daily until the cause of the dip is isolated and resolved.

The current complaint-driven operational model is flawed, due to a number of factors, including the
technical difficulties with an odor reporting form that does not always work, combined with the
disclaimers, technical hurdles, and warnings that Metro staff has added to this form, each of which
would result in a decrease in the number of complaints submitted.

Rather than using odor complaints to monitor air quality, a more scientific approach is needed. We
are asking Metro to install automated air quality monitoring equipment at the fence line and hire an
independent air quality consultant to perform an air quality and odor survey over a period of at least
12 months to take into account all atmospheric conditions. We have a right to know what is in the air
that we are breathing. The health impacts of living downwind from this facility have never been
studied, and it is time to address this issue.

Metro has an obligation to protect the public from both current and future impacts. The bio-cover is
necessary, it is currently working, and it’s removal would be negligent and unjustified.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Dear Metro,


Thank you for making public the letter of support submitted by Green Mountain Technologies (GMT) 
and for providing an opportunity to respond. There are a number of problematic statements in that 
letter that I would like to address.


Back in 2018, Metro contracted with GMT to produce a comprehensive and detailed report that made 
evidence-based recommendations for specific license conditions including:


“Minimum Biocover Thickness Of 12-inches Over All Surfaces Of Active And Curing 
Piles” (Slide 47 of the GMT Presentation) 


This bio-cover provides a number of practical benefits including odor control and a reduction in VOC 
emissions. The bio-cover is also a crucial part of the Process To Further Reduce Pathogens:


“To meet PFRP they [the piles] must be insulated with a biocover (usually older compost 
and overs) and achieve more than 131° F for 3 days throughout the pile.”

(GMT Report Page 13)


However, in their letter of support, GMT now calls this very same bio-cover requirement “unnecessary 
and excessive“ without addressing their past statements or their current conflict of interest. As Jeff 
Grimm mentioned last week, “their position has changed quite often I think.”


There is no objective odor standard in the current Metro license. Attempting to use odor reports as the 
primary air-quality metric is a flawed approach, especially when the operator continues to deny that 
the odors are coming from his facility. GMT’s letter claims that odors that are manure or chemical in 
nature are not attributable to Grimm’s:


“Fifteen of these complaints were either up-wind of the compost site, chemical or 
manure odor and not attributable to the Grimm’s.” 


However, records show that Grimm’s accepts manure and animal bedding as an incoming feedstock, 
and GMT previously described the odor from Grimm’s compost pile as “chemical”:


Once sampling from within the pile began, using the sampling pumps, the odors 
changed substantially in character to “oily rag”, “chemical”, “paint thinner”, and “icky”  
(GMT Report Page 47)


In their letter, GMT lists three facilities that run positive-only aeration without a bio-cover, but none of 
these facilities are comparable to Grimm’s due to the much longer distance separating these facilities 
from their nearest residential neighbors. The way airborne odors mix with fresh air, distance from the 
source determines the intensity, duration, and frequency of odor impacts.


The distance between Grimm’s compost piles and the nearest residence is 650ft. At the Pierce County 
Recycling Facility in Purdy Washington, that distance is 1,670 feet (more than 2.5X Grimm’s distance) 
and the compost piles in Purdy are sheltered under a roof in a wooded area. The distance at Allwood 
Recyclers in Troutdale OR is 2,612 feet (3.9X) and at Vision Recycling (Livermore, CA) the distance is 
8,976 feet (13X). 


In consideration of these issues, plus those outlined in the Oregon Air response, I ask that Metro deny 
the current proposal and do not modify the bio-cover requirement. 12-inches of bio-cover is effective, 
feasible, justified, and appropriate for this site.


Thank you for your consideration.
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Grimm’s Fuel Company 
WL-446-22 
pg. 2  

applying bio-cover to recently turned piles and all other piles had appropriate bio-cover as 
required.  

Metro informed Grimm’s that updating its Operating Plan is insufficient to implement the changes 
as requested, and it must apply for a change of authorization to amend its license provisions to 
implement its proposed changes. Grimm’s Metro issued license will expire December 31, 2023, 
and its DEQ permit expires November 2023, therefore Metro encourages Grimm’s to continue to 
apply bio-cover and monitor oxygen as required and re-submit its proposed changes and 
supporting documentation during its license renewal application.  

In the future, Grimm’s may be subject to enforcement action including civil penalty if the facility 
fails to comply with license conditions.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Warren Johnson 
Standards and Compliance Manager 
Cc: Pam Peck, Metro 
Hila Ritter, Metro 
Chris Papinsick Metro 
Audrey O’Brien, Oregon DEQ 

DocuSign Envelope ID: D7CDEE45-6746-4B15-A3F5-F4B2D19D9F30
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Oregon Air

oregonair.org

Dear Metro:


We are impacted by the composting operation at Grimm’s Fuel and we insist that Metro 
maintain the existing requirement of 12-inches of bio-cover on all sides of the compost piles. 
The license requirement is reasonable, feasible, and necessary for the following reasons:


• Short distance between the compost piles and nearby residential areas
• The large radius of current odor impacts
• An expected increase in Grimm’s future composting volume
• The bio-cover is currently working and it is effective
• Green Mountain Technologies recommended a minimum of 12-inches of bio-cover

Current odor impacts exceed one mile in distance, which is more than 4 times Metro’s 
standard quarter-mile radius for mailing public notice postcards. The bio-cover is currently 
reducing the frequency, severity, and duration of odor impacts on the surrounding community. 
We are not interested in going backwards or enduring any increase in odor, 


Jeff Grim, the owner of Grimm’s Fuel, stated at the Metro info session on December 5th, that 
they are only using about 50% of total system capacity in February. That means that even 
with the current regulations in place, February odor impacts could double. 


Reducing the oxygen monitoring requirement from daily to weekly is reasonable, as long as 
the new license includes a provision that if the oxygen level dips below normal, monitoring 
should go back to daily until the cause of the dip is isolated and resolved. 


The current complaint-driven operational model is flawed, due to a number of factors, 
including the technical difficulties with an odor reporting form that does not always work, 
combined with the disclaimers, technical hurdles, and warnings that Metro staff has added to 
this form, each of which would result in a decrease in the number of complaints submitted.


Rather than using odor complaints to monitor air quality, a more scientific approach is 
needed. We are asking Metro to install automated air quality monitoring equipment at the 
fence line and hire an independent air quality consultant to perform an air quality and odor 
survey over a period of at least 12 months to take into account all atmospheric conditions. We 
have a right to know what is in the air that we are breathing. The health impacts of living 
downwind from this facility have never been studied, and it is time to address this issue. 


Metro has an obligation to protect the public from both current and future impacts. The bio-
cover is necessary, it is currently working, and it’s removal would be negligent and unjustified. 

Thank you for your consideration.


RESPONSE TO PROPOSAL
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