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2022 Natural Areas 
Levy renewal

Five-year levy

Thanks to voters!



Metro Council  
2013 Levy 
Resolution

Metro Racial Equity 
Diversity, and 
Inclusion Strategy

Metro Racial Equity 
Diversity, and 
Inclusion Action 
Plans

Diversity, equity and inclusion



Explicit focus on organizations 
that are based in BIPOC 
communities and other 
historically and systemically 
marginalized communities 

Match requirement eliminated

Transition from a 
reimbursement-based payment 
process to a partial upfront 
payment process

Updates to the 2024 Handbook



$750,00 available

Up to $40,000 for 
small grants

$40,001 to $74,999 
for medium grants

$75,000 to $100,000 
for large grants

Project length of up 
to three years

The basics



Three partners 
minimum

Leverage skills and 
services

Maximize 
inclusiveness

Creative 
approaches

Partnerships



Who may apply

Financial

Location

Minimum requirements



Nature education 
grants support and 
create partnerships 
in local communities 
that improve water 
quality, fish and 
wildlife habitat and 
connect people with 
nature. 

Purpose



Cultural equity

Environmental 
equity

Economic equity

Goals



People of all 
cultures, races and 
traditions connect 
with nature and 
with one another 
in the region’s 
parks and natural 
areas.

Cultural equity



Over a dozen partners, 
including:

Schools

Environmental 
education nonprofits

Watershed councils 
and riverkeepers

Oregon Zoo

City, Regional, State, 
and Federal 
government agencies

Culturally Responsive Nature 
Education



Communities of color in greater 
Portland enjoy the benefits of 
conserving land, air and water and 
equitable access to safe and 
welcoming parks, trails and natural 
areas; communities enjoy learning 
about, helping restore, 
experiencing and connecting with 
nature and the region’s natural 
areas. 

Environmental equity



Aves Compartidas Portland 
Expansion

Oregon Partners:
East Metro STEAM 
Partnership, North Clackamas 
Parks and Recreation District, 
Friends of Trees, Candy Lane 
Elementary, El Puente 
Elementary, Davis Elementary, 
OSU, UO, PSU 

Mexico Partners:
University of Guanjuato, 
Salvemos al Rio Laja, and 
Audubon de Mexico



Communities of color 
prosper economically 
from the business of 
Parks and Nature in 
greater Portland. 

Economic equity



Partners: 

City of Gresham

Afro Village

East Multnomah Soil & 
Water Conservation 
District

Friends of Trees 

Oasis Wellness Gardens

East County Nature Education



Peer review:

Project narrative and 
goals

Partnerships

Organizational 
preparedness

Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion

Location and program 
reach

Review of pre-application



October 22, 2024  Pre-applications due at 4 p.m. 

November 15, 2024 Successful pre-applicants invited to 
      submit full applications

December 10, 2024 Full applications due

January 24, 2025  Grant award recommendations  
       announced to applicants 

Feb or Mar 2025  Metro Council awards grants and 
       funds become available

What is the timeline?



Apply now



We are here to help!

Discuss your idea or 
draft proposal

Ask questions

Meet with us 
through October 21, 
2024

Application assistance



Several slides with 
screenshots

Pre-application on Zoomgrants



Several slides with 
screenshots

Pre-application on Zoomgrants



Pre-application on Zoomgrants



Several slides with 
screenshots

Pre-application on Zoomgrants



Pre-application on Zoomgrants



Pre-application on Zoomgrants



Pre-application on Zoomgrants



How to apply

Send us an email

Resume or a written 
summary of your 
relevant lived and/or 
professional experience

Due: October 15, 2024

Note any conflict(s) of 
interest

Join the review committee!
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